Resource Guide: The Only 3 Steps
You Need to Write a ScholarshipWinning Essay QUICKLY
Writing a scholarship essay, or any essay for that matter, is never fun. Sometimes I would sit in front of
an open, empty Microsoft Word document for an hour and still have absolutely no idea what to write.
Perhaps you can relate?
Even when I did start writing, my essay was boring, not creative and certainly not scholarship-winning.
With hundreds of hours of practice, I finally got to the point where I was winning scholarships for
college. Then, over my four years in college, I slowly tweaked my strategy, finding the perfect way to
write an essay quickly AND effectively so that I could reuse them yet continuing winning
scholarship money.

See below for my 3 step process on how to write an award-winning essay.
Step 1: Mind-map your essay
The #1 problem with sitting in front of a Word document and starting to write that way is that you are
writing linearly. This stifles creativity, leading to boring essays that put judges to sleep (or get thrown
right into the trash). Instead, try writing the topic in the center of a sheet of paper and circle it like you
see below. Then, keep writing all over the page with more and more ideas that stem from it. You will
probably see a few topics that can lump together like with ‘Oldest sibling’ and ‘Prom committee’.

MIND MAP EXAMPLE

Drove action!
Solved
differences

Xx
Xx

Led 6
people

Cheer
squad
Prom
Committee

Church
group

BEing a
leader
Oldest
sibling
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Food
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Lead by
example

Guiding them
in church

The key is to simply write down as many ideas as possible. You don’t have to use them in the essay. Just
get them out there. Perhaps you will think of something that never even came to mind before but could
be the best part of an essay!
This method promotes creativity because you aren’t thinking linearly anymore.
Your brain is actually being told to think outside the box because of the way you
are brainstorming. In simple terms, you will have a stronger, more competitive
essay that grabs the judges’ attention!
As you are writing down your ideas, try to build off them. In the first example, ‘prom committee’ was an
example where the student felt like they showed leadership. Do not stop there. Try to build off it by
asking yourself these questions:




How? (ex. How did I show leadership while on the prom committee?)
Why? (ex. Why did I decide to show leadership?)
What was my greatest challenge with this?

Write your answers in bubbles as well. In the example, when asked HOW the student showed
leadership, the student wrote “Solved differences” in a circle and connected it. Below is what your page
should look like when you are done (you can choose to circle what you write, put boxes around it, draw
dotted lines if you realize two ideas connect, etc. – this isn’t formal which is the idea so do what works
for you!)

Step 2: Outline Your Mind Map
Once you have a full sheet of random thoughts like the image above, try to form an outline from them.
Group the words or phrases into three main ideas and write this down as your outline. You probably
won’t use everything you wrote down so pick the best three that you’ve developed the most. This will
make your essay ten times easier than choosing one you didn’t really have much written on.
****IMPORTANT: When writing an essay, you should start off with an interesting story or one-liner to
catch the judges’ attention, then have 3 main points (2 at the minimum) with explanations behind them
and finish with a closing paragraph or line that summarizes your points with the essay question.
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Regardless of word or character limit, this structure should always be implemented when possible
unless they blatantly ask for something else (rare).
Your outline should look similar to this:
1. Idea, point or argument 1
a. Supporting argument
b. Supporting argument
c. Supporting argument
2. Idea, point or argument 2
a. Supporting argument
b. Supporting argument
c. Supporting argument
3. Idea, point or argument 3
a. Supporting argument
b. Supporting argument

1. Being an oldest sibling
a. Responsible from 4-7 for my sisters
b. Led by example with chores and saving allowance
c. Helped them to understand the sermons in church
2. Prom committee
a. Helped settle differences among other 6 members
b. Came up with action plan for decorations group
c. Resulted in a beautiful prom, on time and budget
3. Cheer squad
a. Supporting argument
b. Supporting argument

Step 3: Write the Essay!
After you complete a quick outline, you are ready to start writing. It is amazing how quickly you can
write a phenomenal essay using this method because you basically just wrote your essay with the
outline. Now, you just have to add transitions and put it into full sentences.
The first sentence/paragraph needs to be an interesting, attention-grabbing opening.
*** Important: Do not, I repeat, DO NOT start your essay by rephrasing the essay
topic or question.
For example, if the essay topic was “Describe a time you displayed leadership skills”, you should NOT
start your essay with “A time I displayed leadership skills was …..”. This is the most BORING, opposite of
eye-catching beginning possible and I guarantee you 80% of applicants will start that way. This means
YOU SHOULDN’T if you want to stand out!
A better way to start your essay is with a quick story. Here is an example but please note this is
completely made up just for the sake of showing you a solid example:

“As part of a large family, standing out was not always easy. With all the craziness and
chaos of 5 kids and a dog, I had to find a way to stand out when in school. Jumping
into committees and volunteering, I quickly received the attention I sought out but what I
didn’t realize was that this large, crazy family of mine benefited me in more ways than
making me get involved. There are 3 main experiences in which I have exemplified leadership skills.
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First is as an older sibling, second is through my prom committee involvement and third
is……”
I don’t know about you but I would be curious where this student is going when she starts talking about
her crazy family. Even better than it being an interesting beginning, it tied in perfectly to the essay.
Sometimes you won’t be able to write an entire opening paragraph (if the word limit is low) but you
should still always start off with an interesting sentence, phrase, quote or something similar to catch the
judges’ attention.
The next part is the body of the essay. This part is the easiest because you already wrote it with your
outline. Simply take your outline and turn it into paragraphs. Let’s take the first part of the outline:

1. Being an oldest sibling
a. Responsible from 4-7 for my sisters
b. Led by example with chores and saving allowance
c. Helped them to understand the sermons in church

“Being an older sibling has made me display leadership skills every day. Being responsible for
my siblings from 4 to 7 PM while my parents are still at work, I try to be the best role
model possible which is a very important leadership quality. I do so by helping with chores,
saving my allowance and even guiding them when we go to church, showing them how to pay
attention and helping them understand the week’s message. “
That literally just took me less than 5 minutes to write because all I did was connect the bullet points
listed as well as the note jotted down in the mind map where it said “role model!”
Do this for each of your points. Depending on how long the essay limit is, you may only be able to use 2
arguments or you might only be able to write one sentence for each point.
Remember: Regardless of the length of the essay, you should ALWAYS follow the
format of:
Opening paragraph/sentence
2-3 main points
Closing paragraph/sentence
So this brings us to the closing paragraph/sentence which can also take you just a few minutes (though
you always want to make sure to end strong). What you do here if you did the outline correctly and you
used solid arguments in the body of the essay is simply restate your reasoning. This is where it is okay to
use the essay topic (if anything, it helps them see that you were indeed answering the question).
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“In conclusion, I have displayed leadership skills through three major involvements: taking care
of my siblings, leading a prom committee and participating in the cheer squad. These helped me
build my skills as a role model, as someone who drives action and as someone who benefit
of point 3, all skills that will help me to succeed in college.”
AND there you have it! Essay is written.
Did I really use this method?
Yes! I actually used this method to write by book, The Scholarship System, which has now turned into a
course called Scholarship School! When using it, I was able to write 1,000 words in less than an hour!
This method worked for me. I promise it can work for you!
A few basic essay tips to remember:
Though writing your essay is the hardest part, don’t forget to go through the basic steps for submitting
essays. These will increase your chances of winning exponentially!
1. Always reread the essay requirements and double check that you are meeting them. If the essay
says “minimum 250 words”, make sure you write more than 250 words or else your application
can be thrown out! If there is a maximum, same rule applies. Always follow directions.
2. Get someone else to review it once you’re done: a professor, parent, teacher, counselor, etc.
When you are looking at the same essay for a while, it’s easy to overlook things. 9 times out of
10, they will catch something you didn’t. (Perhaps I missed something in this resource guide – it
happens. No judgement, just try to reduce the chances by asking someone to check!)
3. Make sure to submit everything in a clean, organized format.
 If submitting online, try to upload your essay as a pdf so that formatting doesn’t change.
 If you have to paste it, make sure you add in spaces between paragraphs if they were
deleted in the pasting process.
 If submitting paper (though I only graduated a couple years ago, I actually did mostly
paper applications in the ‘old days’ ), make sure to keep it nice and neat and in a
logical order with the rest of your paperwork.
If you want more information on The Scholarship System or the scholarship process, here are a few
options:




Hardcopy or eBook (with free audio version): The Scholarship System on Amazon
Sign up for Scholarship School, a 6-week course to make winning scholarships faster and easier:
Scholarship School Signup
Join us on social media for scholarship deadlines, tips & tricks and much more!
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